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ABSTRACT : Environment is an important aspect of our life. Therefore its conservation and enhancement is very
important. There is an equal invelvement of both women and men in environment. But the role of women in
management of environment is much more than that of men. There are many ways by which women are directly
connected with the environment. Women can also play a key role in the protection of biological diversity. They have the
ability not only to protect the biodiversity, but also to reshape and recreate it. This study aims to find views of the active
people regarding how important women are for nature. About 54% people think that women plays about 80 percentage
role in maintenance of environment whereas 31% people think that women is solely responsible for the maintenance of
environment. In their opinion, women plays 100% role in managing environment. In about 92.3% homes, women are
caretaker of garbage at their home. 99% people think that involving the women in planning and training for promoting
the values for conservation and promotion of environment can increase environmental protection. She can instill in
future generations a respect for nature and the value of biodiversity. All people have the view that if female population in
the world is used well it could increase economic growth, reduce poverty and help to ensure sustainable development in
all countries.

KEY WORDS : Environmental resources; Conservation activities, Sustainable development managing environment

INTRODUCTION Role of women in increasing the awareness of

) towards environmental protection has been realized. Women
Women are the symbol of strength, love, sacrifice and P ‘ s

: . have long experience with nature and it is inco orated int
courage. The role of women in today's world is very Ecxp Kpsig

. our social, economic and political systems, to define the
important. Women are now well-educated, self-dependent, - P IRIEIE; 0 e

_ . . : limits of our resources, and to ensure our existence and
well aware and financially independent. With the

. _ future development of new generations of indigenous
encouragement of co-education, women are now leading in

o ST { 111 1 aetim
every field of life. She is now established socially, politically women Enrique (1995). In addition to their domestic and

. ; 5 : reproductive functions, women have use conservation
and economically in almost every field. Women account for

over one-half of the population throughout the world, and nvention for social good and they also RAGICIpate

; e o . intensively in conservation activities, Grill et al., (2007),
therefore they have very potent contribution in economic, -

. ; S Research studies on women and environment have showed
social and environmental problems. Environment plays a

. g G > . that women are significant actors in natural reso
very important role in the healthy living of human beings & MG BEResce

F ) ] " : management, and they are major contributors to
thus environmental protection is one of the basic & y J

i ; ; environmental rehabilitation and conservation Aditya
prerequisites for the overall development of any country in

_ ! . (2016); Solomon ef al., (2014). Since women posses direct
the world. For proper environmental preservation awareness

. : interaction with environment therefore they have dee
towards its protection has to be developed. Human y deep

. ; ! knowledge about the environment Glazebrook (2011). This
awareness is also developed for preventing adverse impacts

makes women good agriculturalists, water resources
on nature,
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managers and traditional scientists among others. Women
notonly have the knowledge about the environment, they are
also protective and caring towards it. Women are actively
mvolved in waste disposal and management, because they
are closer to the environment. They are directly involved in
environmental management by cleaning the environment
and keeping it clean by managing garbage disposal. Women
themselves are involved in regular disposal of garbage at the
community level thereby minimizing the health hazard of
garbage. Solomon er al., (2014). Every woman uses the
garbage box and collects the garbage to be thrown in the
garbage boxes kept by the municipality. This habit not only
keeps their houses clean but, the colony, the city and our
surrounding environment also become orderly, tidy and
healthy. For this purpose, women should be actively
involved in training in the revitalization of the on-farm
conservation traditions through bio-technological process.
The training should also include compiling bio-diversity and
for taking decision on issues related to environment.

Women can play a lead role in the protection of
biological diversity due to their different responsibilities.
They have found the ways not only to protect the bio-
diversity, but also to recreate it. The Indian women are
always leading ahead in the matter of prevention of
pollution, preservation, conservation, promotion and
enhancement of the environment. There are many examples
of sacrifices made by women even greater than man in the
area of environment protection. They have strong desire,
devotion and dedication towards better environment which
makes them a great fighter against environment pollution.
Women also work towards maintaining greenery by
developing hobby of gardening. By this they can at least
keep the environment of their houses healthy. Looking at
these prospective this study suggests the importance of a
holistic and multidisciplinary approach in dealing with
environmental issues.

The stage of studies sets four strategic objectives:-

- Role of women in environmental conservation
and protection

- Involvement of women actively in environmental
decision-making schemes.

- Integration of gender concerns and perspectives in
policies and programmes for sustainable
development.

- Strengthen the mechanisms at the national or
international levels to assess the impact of
development and environmental policies on
women.

The strategic objective opens the issue of women and
the environment and highlights the essential role played by
women in the development of sustainable and ecologically
favorable environment. This suggests the need for women to
participate in environmental decision-making at all levels.

The present paper covers the role of women in
environmental protection.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Our study provides an investigation of the question of
role of women in conservation and enhancement of
environment. We have used qualitative research survey
using google forms. Qualitative research is an important tool
for environmental researchers for myriad reasons. Survey by
using google forms is cost-effective and it helps to get
findings from each and every individual.

OBJECTIVES AND RESEARCH
QUESTIONS

This study is based on environment mainly
comprising on use of online platform. The study sets some
environmental goals that are critical in achieving sustainable
societies and being good for environment. The study also
suggests some of the economic, social and environmental
benefits, and discusses the actions we can take to achieve
these goals. There are many studies on environment,
however, there are only a few studies based on the views of
people towards role of women in environmental sustenance.
This study aims to find views of the active people regarding
how important women are for nature. Therefore, we
conducted an online questionnaire in order to examine
knowledge of women regarding environment, suggestive
measures for environmental management and to get their
views regarding environmental protection.
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The study comprises of some main close ended * Women is known to be first teacher of child .She can
questions with the options such as Yes /No give future generations a respect for nature and the

Or Strongly agree /Agree /Strongly disagree value of biodiversity.

The main research questions were based on getting * Iffemale population in the world is used better it could
views of people on following important points : increase economic growth, reduce poverty and help to

' ; ensure sustainable development in all countries.
Women plays a leadership role for conservation and

enhancement of environment. * Women can reduce the environmental damage from

o unsustainable activities.
In your opinion what percentage role does women plays

in maintenance of environment? * Promotion of women to enter science and technology

Are you involved in plantation of plants such as sareers should b dotie.

gardening activities? * Greater weight to female perspectives in environmental

Who is taking care of garbage at your home? policies should be given.

; . tai i tterns.
Are you managing the garbage correctly by ting Women have more sustainable consumption patterns

it into different types such as moist waste and dry

waste?

[Sustainable consumption is using resources in a way
that minimizes harm to the environment while

) supporting the well-being of people].
Do you reduce and recycle the things? E
y As household managers, women could be more
Conservation of natural resources and promotion of i ) : ;
; ) : } productively involved in producing renewable and
cnvironment cannot be done without involving the . ; !
sustainable energy for heating and cooking.
women.

) : ) ) Because of their land-based work and knowledge of
Do you think that involving the women in planning and
o ) _ natural resources, women can act as an untapped asset
training for promoting the values for conservation and : . . e
i ) ) i Incoping with the effects of climate change on
promotion of environment can increase environmental - g o
) livelihoods and providing relief in the event of natural
protection? .
disasters.

Women have direct contact with natural resources like

Write in one sentence about the role of women in
fuel, food and fodder, water and land. Thus they can ,
) S ) environment management.
play an effective role in its maintenance also,
) ) Participants: The population for the study was selected in a
Women are also responsible for using natural resources G y S
) : " i non-probabilistic way and was comprised of around 100
to satisfy the basic needs of their families. Therefore . )
N b " . persons from different background. The sample consists of
they can have ways for protecting them, . . .
¥ y P 5 about 91.2% working professionals and 9 % housewives.

In your family who is responsible for protecting the The majority of respondents were females.

other family members from diseases?
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Data Collection Method: Data was collected online. The
questionnaire was sent as a link through the free application
Google Forms. The participants in the study have given
information at the beginning of the questionnaire about the questl

purpose of the survey.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

On the basis of questions set in the
onnaire it has been found that ;-

@ Strongly agree TTF ¥ FEER
@ Agres FEC
® Dsagree ¥FRDA

About 74% people strongly agree and
26.4% agree with the point that women
plays a leadership role for conservation
and enhancement of environment.

® 100 %
@ B80%
® 50%
® 20%

Studies shows that about 54%
people think that women plays
about 80 percentage role in
maintenance of environment
whereas 31% people think that
women is solely responsible for the
maintenance of environment. In
their opinion, women plays 100%
role in managing environment.
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@ Yes ®
@ No T

About 90% of the people surveyed are
involved in plantation of plants such as
gardening activities.

@ Male member T35 Lo
@ Female member FBTN FI=

In about 92.3% homes, women are

caretaker of garbage at their home.

® Yes ¥ All are managing the garbage correctly by
@ no T e =
separating it into different types such as
moist waste and dry waste.
@ Yes ¥
® No =E

About 81% people reduce and recycle the
things.

@ Strongly agree T & FERT
@ Agree FEST
@ Diagree ¥EEEA

About half the persons surveyed strongly
agree with the point that conservation of
natural resources and promotion of
environment cannot be done without

involving the women,
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@ Ye:
@ No

99% people think that involving the
women in planning and training for
promoting the values for conservation and
promotion of environment can increase
environmental protection.

@ Strongly agree TR £ FELS
@ Agree FETT
@ Disagree 38RO

All the persons surveyed were having
opinion that women have direct contact
with natural resources like fuel, food and
fodder, water and land. Thus they can play
an effective role in its maintenance also.

@ Strongly agree T TS
@ Agree TTTT
@ Disagree ¥FEUS

96.8 % people were having the opinion
that women are also responsible for using
natural resources to satisfy the basic needs
of their families. Therefore they can have
ways for protecting them.

@ Male member T34 FIR
@ Femaie member TfR* 250

In nearly 80% families' female member is
responsible for protecting the other family
members from diseases.
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@ Strongly agree T3@ # TERA
@ Agree FEEA
& Disagree JHENA

09% people agree with the fact that a
woman is known to be first teacher of
child. She can instill in future generations
a respect for nature and the value of
biodiversity.

@ Strongly agree T371 & FETH
@ Agree I8
@ Disagree ¥8gHd

About sum total of all person have the view that
if female population in the world is used better
it could increase economic growth, reduce
poverty and help to ensure sustainable
development in all countries.

@ Strongly agree T3 & TEEA
® Agree FFER
@ Disagree ¥EEEA

About 100% people were of opinion that
women can reduce the environmental
damage from unsustainable activities.

@ Strongly agree 361 & FFRA
@ Agree SFES
@ Disagree ¥¥884

All agree for the promotion of women to
enter science and technology.
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@ Strongly agree T39 ® WFSS
@ Agree FEST
@ Disagree ¥HFRT

63% people strongly agree and 37.4%
agree with the point that greater weight to
female perspectives in environmental
policies should be given.

@ Strongly agree T371 & SETA
@ Agree FELA
@ Disagree ¥WFEa

51% people strongly agree and 47.3%
agree with the fact that women have more
sustainable consumption patterns.

@ Strongly agree T3 & T¥5E
@ Agree FFSF
® Desagres ¥5E5F

56% people strongly agree and 43% agree
that as household managers, women could
be more productively involved in
producing renewable and sustainable
energy forheating and cooking.

® Strongly agree T3a1 ¥ TENT
® Agree F¥TS
@ Disagree ¥HEHT

51% people strongly agree and 47.3%
agree that because of their land-based
work and knowledge of natural resources,
women can act as an untapped asset in
coping with the effects of climate change
on livelihoods and providing relief in the
eventofnatural disasters.
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When asked about their views in one sentence about
the role of women in environment management, we have got
many points such as Women are the environmental assets.
Women are having the power to build our society in all
manners. Traditionally, women have been responsible for
managing water, food, fuel, fodder and habitat, though they
rarely get the credit for nurturing these life support systems.
Women play a critical role in managing natural resources for
family and community. Women have a stake in environment,
and this stake is reflected in the degree to which they care
about natural resources. Women can play an important role
in environment protection. As women's protect their Child,
they can protect the environment as well this will maintain
healthy atmosphere. Management of best out of waste at
household level is the best practice done by women. Women
play critical role in environmental management because they
manage water sources for fuel and food assistance well as
both forests and agricultural terrain.

CONCLUSION

Woman can play an important role to environmental
resource management. An aware woman can make a
significant impact on environment. Women play a very vital
role in environmental protection not only at home but also at
working place by contributing in plantation, recycling and
other waste management activities. Women awareness to
environment will bring great change to society as well as
environment. Women give greater priority to protection of
and improving the capacity of nature, maintaining farming
lands, and caring for nature and environment's future.
Women do play a vital role but it has to be in collaboration
with many more factors in terms of government
encouragement and family support an financial stability with
awareness and the freedom to enter into this area devoid of
other constraints at home and work place. Women play a
critical role in managing natural resources on family and

56

community levels. Women are the lead for inheriting the
culture of the environmental protection to future
generations. Conservation of natural resource and
promotion of environment cannot be done without involving
the women in planning and training for promoting the values
for conservation and promotion of environment. Women can
provide different and productive ideas for environment
management. Women play a critical role in managing natural
resources at family and community levels and are most
affected by environmental degradation. Besides, that woman
even played a leadership role for conservation and
enhancement of environment. Women are capable to
manage environment more effectively and positively than
men.
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